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Bama  urges  more  biblical  worldview 


SteD  Since  1877 


helps  Christians  think 
like  Jesus.  "A  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  buy  a  Bible,  pray  a 
Best-selling  author  and  lecturer  George  couple  of  times  a  week, 

^  a  more  go  to  church  and  think 
mey're  'there,'"  Bama 
said.  "What  a  strategy  of 
Satan  —  to  get  the 
opposing  army  to  adopt 
a  worldview  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  God." 

Bama's  research 
shows  only  nine  percent 

His  2003  seminar"  entitlecT  Leading  Yovir  of  bom-again  adults  have 
Church  Forward,  consisted  of  four  sessions:  a  biblir^  worldview. 

•  Intentional  Development  of  a  Biblical  Anodier  six  percent  have 

Worldview.  die  foundation  —  a  belief 

•  Transforming  Children  Into  Spiritual  that  there  is  absolute 

Champions.  moral  trudi  and  diat  die 

•  Emerging  Trends  Affecting  Your  Bible  is  the  source  of 

Ministry  trudt  That  means  85%  of 

•  Deft  Handling  of  Common  all  bom  again  adults 

Leadership  Challenges.  have  neidier  die  founda- 

Using  a  simple  lecture  style  illustrated  don  nor  the  dieological 
with  a  PowerPoint  presentation  and  perspective  r 
detailed  workbook,  Bama  offered  the  300  oibhcal  woi 
conferees  at  Ridgecrest  Church  a  detailed  pointed  out. 
desMlpMmmm^Mt  he  perceives  to  be  the  The  seco 
future  of  die  Christian  murdi  in  America.  Transfoimini 

During  the  first  session,  Intenticmal  into  Spiritual 
Development  of  a  Biblical  Worldview,  Bama  tapped  Baiiu 
asked,  'Why  isn't  the  church  acting  like  the  effective  min 
church  Jesus  Christ  died  for?"  He  defined  dren  is  one 
worldview  as  "a  mental  and  spiritual  lens  important 
through  which  you  interpret  reality,  and  a  healdiychurc 
filter  you  use  to  put  things  into  context  and  "Most  pe 
fiicditate  an  appropriate  response."  become  tot< 

Bama's  contention  is  mat  the  church  dent  upon  I 
needs  a  biblical  worldview,  one  that  health  m  the  spiritual  development  of  their  Bama  said  pastors,  conversely,  want- 

kids,"  Bama  said.  Most  parents  say  they  ed  more  time  for  preaching;  more  time 
are  struggling  with  the  moral  and  spiritual  for  music;  and  more  time  for  Bible  read- 
development  of  their  children,  he  added.  ing.  Bama  believes  that  finding  betrays  a 
"^ould  churches  throw  in  the  towel  in  significant  disconnect  between  the  pul- 
(hildien's  ministry?"  Bama  asked.  "When  pit  and  pew. 

public  schools.  Tv,  movies,  and  pop  music  The  final  session.  Deft  Handling  of 

^do  a  fabulous  job  of  Bible-based  spiritual  Common  Leadership  Challenges,  cov- 

development,  tnen  you  can  give  it  up.  God  ered  such  topics  as  the  struggle  to  main- 
never  sets  you  up  for  failure.  tain  God-honoring  character;  communi- 

In  his  ttiird  session.  Emerging  Trends  eating  God's  vision  in  ways  that  make  it 
Affecting  Your  ministry,  Bama  noted  sever-  inescapable;  and  objectively  assessing 
al  signs  of  "subterranean  turbulence"  aff^-  your  impact  in  your  current  setting  and 
ing  me  diurch.  Tl^se  included  baby  busters  knowing  if  you're  still  in  the  right  place, 
trending  toward  more  traditional  forms  of  Bama  stated  that  a  Christian  leader 
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Bama  urged  Christians  to  adopt 
biblical  worldview  during  his  2003  reli¬ 
gious  trends  seminar  presented  October  23 
at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison. 

Bama,  founder  of  the  Bama  Research 
Group,  Ltd.,  a  marketing  research  firm 
locate  in  Ventura,  Cal.,  specializes  in  con¬ 
ducting  primary  researm  for  Christian 
ministnes  and  non-profit  organizations. 


Iview, 


Children 


Fighting  for  life  in  Florida 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Tlnri  Schiavo  and  her  family  had  a 
good  day  last  week,  visiting 
together  for  the  first  time  in  a  long 
idle.  It  &d  been  a  long  while  since  they 


continue  the  fight  vmtil 
Terri  is  dead. 

What  kind  of  man 

while.  It  fiad  been  a  long  while  since  they  (term  used  loosely  in.  this 
had  seen  each  other  because  Terri’s  family  case)  would  conumtadul- 
had  been  barred  from  her  hospital  bedside,  tery  and  even  father  a 
after  a  Florida  judge  agreed  with  the  child  while  his  wife  lies  in 
comatose  woman’s  husband  that  she  a  coma,  and  then  attempt 
should  be  starved  to  death.  to  starve  her  to  death? 

It’s  really  that  simple.  Michael  Schiavo  is  What  kind  of  woman 
attempting  to  euthanize  his  wife,  who  was  would  willingly  engage 
severely  brain  damaged  in  1990  when  her  in  this  type  of  relationship 
heart  stopped  beating  for  about  10  min-  with  a  married  man  that 
utes.  He  says  she  wifi  never  recover.  Her  results  in  pregnancy,  tak- 
family  wants  her  to  at  least  have  an  ing  advantage  of  a 
opportunity  for  rehabilitation,  woman  who  could  not 
whether  or  not  the  effort  is  uld-  speak  up  in  her  own 
mately  successful.  Florida  law,  as  defense?  What  kind  of 
interpreted  by  the  judge,  gives  judge  could  look  at  the 
Michael  as  next-of-kin  the  ri^t  to  circumstances  of  this  case 
make  the  decision.  and  rule  in  favor  of  the 

Michael  ordered  the  removal  of  scheming  husband  and 
Terri’s  feeding  tube,  which  meant  she  his  mlfnend?  It  sounds 
would  have  starv^  to  death  —  or  like  me  plot  of  a  bad  tele 
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more  likely  died  from  ddiydraticHi  — 
in  a  matter  of  days.  Either  way,  it 
would  have  been  a  painful,  lingermg 
death  for  Terri.  Can  any  of  us  imamne 
H.  ordering  die  starvation  of  anomer 
I  person?  Can  any  of  us  imagine  starv- 
W  a  dog  to  death?  Yet  mat’s  what 
h&hael  wants  to  do  to  Terri,  appar- 
endy  even  lacking  the  courage  to  go  to 
the  hospital  and  do  it  himself. 

Florida  Governor  Jeb  Bush  and  the 
state  lawmakers  intervened  last  week, 
approving  legislation  that  allowed  the 
governor  to  get  involved.  He  promptly 
ordered  the  reinsertion  of  the  feeding 
tube.  Some  medical  observers  believe 
that  after  six  days  with  no  food  or  water, 
Terri  was  within  hours  of  kidney  shut¬ 
down  from  the  effects  of  dehydration. 

Michael  has  his  reasems  for  wanting  to 
fight  diis  latest  turn  of  events.  In  the  13  years 
since  his  wife  became  comatose,  he  has 
received  large  legd  awards  of  over  one  mil- 
licm  dollars  and  allegedly  fiidiered  a  child  by 
anodter  woman  wim  whom  he  has  an  ongo¬ 
ing  reLationship.  Terri  is  an  impediment  to  to 
kind  of  life  he  wants  to  live,  so  she  has  to  go. 
Terri’s  parents,  the  governor  of  Florida,  and  a 
majority  of  fiiat  state’s  legislature  disagree. 
Michael  has  vowed  through  his  attorney  to 


results  in  pregnancy,  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  a 
woman  who  could  not 
speak  up  in  her  own 
defense?  What  kind  ot 
judge  could  look  at  the 
circumstances  of  this  case 
and  rule  in  favor  of  the 
scheming  husband  and 

1^  gMlfnend?  It  sounds  MOTHER  AND  DAUGHTER  —  Terri  Schiavo  (right)  looks 
like  the  plot  of  a  bad  tele-  hgr  mother,  Mary  Schindler,  in  a  photo  from  www.terris- 

vision  movie,  but  its  true,  flgh^.oig,  a  website  whicn  chronicles  the  39-year-cld  Schiavo's  life 
Such  IS  the  state  ot  _  dependent  on  her  parents'  battle  to  provide  for  her  care  in 
American  society  today,  efforts  by  her  husband  to  have  a  life-sustaining  feeding 

It  s  not  enou^  th^  im-  repr^yed  from  Terri,  who  became  brain-damaged  in  1 990. 
lions  of  unborn  babies- - - - - 


unborn  babies. 


tube  remov^  from  Terri,  who  became  brain-damaged  in  1 990. 


have  been  slaughtered  in  the  name  of  sex¬ 
ual  license,  seu-gratification,  and  conve¬ 
nience  —  now  gravely  ill  people  must  be 
moved  out  of  me  way  if  they  prevent  us 
from  living  our  lives  as  we  please.  Nothing 
short  of  death  will  do  for  these  peoole, 
even  if  they  have  to  be  agonizingly  deny- 
drated  into  kidney  failure. 

How  much  longer  will  it  be  before  we  con¬ 
done  the  euthanizmg  of  seriously  but  not  ter¬ 
minally  ill  people?  How  much  longer  will  it 
be  before  oironically  ill  people  are  involun¬ 
tarily  killed?  We  are  well  down  the  slipmery 
slope  predicted  by  ethidsts  at  the  time  of  Roe 
V.  Wflde,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  case  fiiat 
legalized  abortion  nationwide  through  aU 
nine  months  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

In  some  states  m  this  cotmtry,  assisted 
suicide  is  legally  permitted.  Peter  Singer, 
of  all  things  a  oioethics  professor  at 
Princeton  University,  has  put  forth  the 
idea  that  parents  should  be  empowered  to 
exterminate  their  child  within  30  days  of 
its  birth  if  they  so  choose.  In  some 
European  covmtnes,  medical  and  govem- 


/ guess  because  I  have  been 
a  worship  leader  for 
almost  50  years  imd  because  I 
teach  bivocational  music  lead¬ 
ers  attending  New  Orleans 
Seminary  extension  classes  in 
Mississippi,  pastors  and  others 
call  and  ask  me  (questions  about 
what’s  going  on  m  Baptist  wor¬ 
ship  these  oays. 

One  pastor  told  me,  "Our 
music  director  comes  in  late 
every  Sunday  just  minutes  before 
the  worship  time,  sits  cm  die  fixmt 
pew,  and  picks  out  a  few  tradi¬ 
tional  hyrnns."  A  layperscm  told 
me  that  their  music  director 
would  bring  his  guitar  to  wor¬ 
ship  <ind  use  all  cemtemporary 
Christian  music;  he  doesn’t  even 
use  the  hymnal  any  more. 

It’s  true  that  our  worship 
music  is  going  through  change, 
that  there  seems  to  be  a  "battle 
for  styles"  of  worship  today. 
However,  we  are  missing 
something  vital  to  worship, 
and  it’s  more  valuable  than  cus¬ 
toms  and  styles  of  music. 

All  Christians  should  be  cm  a 
journey  to  worship  God  because 
He  is  wortlw.  Worship  is  like 
presenting  God  with  a  most 


Guest  Opinion: 


A  jewel  for  the  King 

By  Buddy  McElroy 
Assoc.  Pastor  for  Worship  and  Music 
Briarwood  Church,  Meridian 


beautiful  jewel  —  not  that  He 
needs  or  clesires  any  jewelry,  but 
the  jewel  is  our  praise  of  him.  We 
need  to  give  our  worship 
because  Ife  delights  in  our 
praise.  When  we  come  to  die 
throne  loom  of  the  King’s  palace 
and  present  this  previous  i^el 
of  our  praise,  we  see  the  IGng’s 
pleasure  written  all  over  Him. 

Now  it  would  seem  that  if  the 
children  of  God  knew  they 
could  bring  so  much  pleasure  to 
their  Father,  they  would  do  it.  If 
they  knew  that  just  by  bringing 
the  jewel  of  praise  that  it  would 
delight  almigh^  God,  they 
woiud  easily  do  it.  However,  it  s 
not  so  easily  deme  because  wor¬ 
ship  is  not  an  activity. 


Earthly  kings  would  love 
that  sort  of  actiinty  because  they 
could  never  know  the  heart. 
Because  Ckxl  Icmk  straight  into 
the  heart  of  the  worshipper,  true 
worship  becomes  an  activity  of 
the  heart.  Chit  of  the  heart  comes 
a  compelling  desire  to  complete 
the  journey  and  stand  before 
His  majesty  with  the  pure, 
undefiled  jewel  intact.  To  mus- 
trate  this  concept,  I  wrote  a 
short  drama  for  our  churdi: 

There  were  three  players.  One 
tvas  the  main  person  entrusted 
urith  the  most  beautiful  jewel  on  a 
joum^  to  present  it  to  His  King. 
On  his  journey  he  sees  these  other 
two  people  from  time  to  time,  who 


ment  personnel  decide  on  their  own  when 
a  person  has  become  too  great  a  burden  on 
the  system  and  must  be  put  to  death. 

The  Creator  of  all  life  will  be  not  pleased 
if  Christians  stand  by  and  let  such 
tragedies  occur.  Christians  who  are  acting 
decisively,  like  Governor  Jeb  Bush  and  key 
Florida  legislators,  are  coming  under  with¬ 
ering  attack  in  the  liberal  news  media. 
Members  of  the  culture  of  death  in  this 
country  will  not  give  up  this  fight,  because 
they  realize  what  is  at  stake.  Do  Christians 
likewise  realize  what  is  at  stake? 

We  must  pray  for  these  bold  leaders  and 
support  their  struggle  to  do  tiie  right  tiling, 
ana  we  must  be  vigilant  to  ensure  nothing 
like  tiiis  happens  on  our  watch  in  Mississippi. 
If  it  does  happen  here,  we  must  be  prepaid 
to  join  the  battle  on  tiie  side  of  the  powerless 
who  CEinnot  speak  for  tiiemselves. 

All  of  us  were  once  powerless  and  con¬ 
demned  to  death,  and  ^meone  spoke  up 
for  us.  Saved  from  eternal  damnation  and 
given  new  life,  it’s  now  our  responsibility 
to  speakTip.  May  we  be  found  faithful. 

tell  him  how  it  should  be  done.  It  is 
evident  that  these  other  two  people 
are  contrasting  angels,  not  from 
their  appearance  out  from  their 
■  •  instructions.  One  is  God's  angel 

tTlv  and  the  other  belongs  to  Satan. 

O  From  one  angel  ne  is  told  not  to 

show  off  his  gift  for  others  to 
admire  but  to  save  his  gift  of  praise 
Music  for  the  King  only.  The  other  angel 
tells  him  that  it's  okay  to  show  off 
his  gift  for  other's  pleasure.  "You 
can  still  bring  it  to  the  King;  just 
)uld  love  prolong  the  journey  so  that  others 


prolong  the  journey  so  that  others 
cam  marvel  and  enjoy  it,"  he  said. 

The  journeyman  takes  the 
advice  of  the  latter  angel.  He  begins 
to  enjoy  the  popularity  he  is  gener¬ 
ating  for  himself  with  the  gift,  and 
deemes  to  settle  down  and  postpone 
his  mission  altogether. 


There  are  many  gifted  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  with  gined  people 
in  their  who  could  impress  a  lot 
of  people  in  worship  services, 
ana  grab  a  lot  of  the  attention  for 
themselves.  The  challenge  is  to 
kero  the  jewel  of  worship  pure 
and  true  so  that  at  the  ena  of  the 
journey,  we  can  see  the  pleasure 
of  our  King  when  He  accepts  it 
for  Himself  and  Himself  alone. 
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Baptists  prep  Jordanians  at  'oasis'  school 


programs  in  Arabic  —  in  the 
sciences,  arts  and  management 
information  systems.  An  all- 
English  language  curriculum 
sponsored  by  the  University  of 
Cambridge  in  the  United 
Kingdom  recently  was  devel¬ 
oped  along  with  a  vocational 
prt^am  in  hotel  management. 

Tne  school  also  has  the 
largest  «md  "best"  music  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  kingdom,  Barlow 
said,  and  offers  band,  guitar, 
piano,  handbell  and  choral 

is  home  to  ^veral 


AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  It  is 
an  oasis  in  die  Middle  ^t  —  a 
haven  for  Muslims  and 
Christians,  Arabs  amd  Anglos, 
boys  and  girls.  It  is  the  Amman 
Baptist  Schrol  of  Amman,  dedi¬ 
cated  in  1974  high  atop  one  of 
the  seven  hills  in  the  A1  Rabia 
area  of  the  kingdom's  capital.  An 
educational  powerhouse  in  a 
small  cluster  of  buildings  inside 


BAPTISTS 


r  3  however,  the  school  instruction.  The  relatively 

jfY  ^V^Hdid  not  open  music  wing  L  1 - - 

^B  doors  until  1974.  In  instrument  practice  rooms  and 
ggj.  its  first  year,  the  late  a  spacious  band  room. 

Jo  King  Hussein  and  Consequently,  a  typical  grad- 

_iy  EDUCATIONAL  EXCELLENCE  —  Buoyed  Qu^n  Noor  uate  of  the  school  can  exp^  to 
by  a  curriculum  among  the  best  offered  in  hmnght  dieir  chil-  be  tri-literate,  and  currently  100 
the  Jordanian  kingdom,  graduating  seniors  to  the  school  percent  of  its  recent  graduates 
at  the  Amman  Baptist  School  look  ahead  to  along  with  King  attend  a  college  or  university  in 
ttgj  college.  (BP  photo  by  Joni  B.  Hannigan)  Hussein's  brother  Jordan,  England,  Italy,  Lebanon, 

- - - - Prince  Hassan  and 

in  Orleans  Seminary  where  Barlow  his  sister  Princess  Basma. 
om  earned  a  master's  degree  in  "It  was  a  daring  act  of  lead- 
in  Christian  education  and  a  doc-  ership,  courage,  and  vision  on  Jr 

left  torate  in  education  in  1997.  the  part  of  the  royal  family  to  ^ 

lea-  It's  been  a  steady  pace  for  the  educate  their  children  in  an 

ian  Barlows  since  then.  Named  the  evangelical  Christian  school," 
ria,  academic  director  of  the  Baptist  Barlow  said.  Leading  by 

the  school  in  1997,  Barlow  has  since  example,  the  royal  family  made  ^  ,  r  •  j  . 

994  become  its  general  director,  it  socially  acc^table  for  boys  Germany  or  the  Umt^  Statp. 
cki/  servinc  in  a  capacity  compara-  and  girlS/  Christians  and  The  schcx>l  rated  number 
/  to  ble  to  a  school  district  superin-  Muslims,  to  be  educated  one  in  the  kingdom  bas^  on  la^ 
)91,  tendent  in  the  Unit^  States.  He  together  in  hopes  of  fostering  semester's  exam  ipults,  and 
?93  and  Vicki  and  one  other  better  relationships  between  aU  Barlow  said  more  th^  a  dozen 
American,  Barbara  Johnson,  the  peoples  of  Jordan.  "first"  and  "only  school  labels  nt. 

fthe  who  serves  as  the  school's  "Since  that  time,  the  Baptist  "Our  school  attracts  students 

ow-  music  education  director,  are  School  has  been  entrusted  with  by  being  academically  strong, 
yon  the  only  Southern  Baptist  mis-  educating  the  sons  and  daugh-  Barlow  Mid.  We  kwp  students 
first  sionaries  assigned  to  me  other-  ters  of  some  of  Amman  s  finest  by  providing  a  lo\^g  and  car- 
:ked  wise  self-supporting  school.  families,"  Barlow  said.  ingjtamily  atmosphere, 

ties,  A  vision  tor  toe  school  took  The  school  accepts  students  ^e  teachers  and  prmapals 

ery-  hold  in  toe  1960s  when  Baptists  as  young  as  40  days  old  and  at  toe  school  are  familiar  with 

lade  providing  medical  services  in  educates  students  through  the  all  of  the  stud^ts  and  towr  tarn- 
said.  north  Joixlan  felt  the  kingdom's  12to  grade.  Preschool  is  com-  ily  mem^re  name,  Barlow 
1  as  government  would  welcome  an  pletely  bilingual  in  Arabic  and  said,  and  the  school  has  a  strict 
'Jew  additional  avenue  of  ministry.  English  and  grades  one  through  discipline  policy  and  a  cmrarter 

_ _ _ _  _ _  ei^t  are  taught  primarily  m  education  progrcim.  And  with  a 

■  Arabic  althou^  there  are  class-  count  of  1,120  students  —  50% 

es  in  English.  French  Itmguage  each  boys  and  ^rls,  40% 
study  begins  in  the  fourth  Muslim,  and  60%  OuKtian  — 
nn«*ring  grade.  The  student  uniform  is  toe  problems  appear  inmimal. 

fhe  green  pants  and  green  and  "Our  biggest  disciplirie 
white  striped  shirts.  Most  stu-  problem  is  students  talking  ir 
dents  are  computer-savvy,  class,"  Barlow  said.  "Imagine 
thanks  to  the  school's  hookup  to  with  our  school's  cultural  anc 
ol  high-speed  Internet  and  tecnie-  religious  makeup,  that  oui 

"  it  friendw  classrooms  emd  labs.  biggest  problem  is  talking, 

to  Barlow  said  the  school's  cur-  For  more  information  atxiu 

iSfemlBl®ilESttm»nion-  riculum  is  aligned  with  the  ministry  oppor^ties  relate 
anjj  -was  national  Jordaman  curriculum,  to  the  Amman  Baptist  Schrwl  ir 

ittais  was  1teiy|aBM  but  it  also  offers  toe  only  com-  Jordan,  go  to;  www.bap 

its-  first  openly  prehensive  high  school  in  the  tist.com.jo  or  e-mail  gm@bap 

ist  The  Anglican  statement,  paaa^i  kingdom  with  three  different  tist.com.jo. 
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■  “  ■  jtes,critidzesbotothededskmby 

_ _ _ toe  one  by  toe  Diooese  of  New 

Canada  allowing  blessings  of  same-sex  couples. 
It  wains  against  Robinson's  consecration,  scheduled  for  Nov.  2. 
Robinson  has  said  he  will  not  ba^  down.  'Tf  [Robinson  s]  conr 
secration  proceeds,  we  recognise  L — - -  - - 


unanimously  by  toe  37  primai 
the  Episcopal  ^Chuidi  and  f 

WestinmsterinC_7>.JL.-2!c..-l.o - vi* 

It  wains  against  Robinson's  consearabon,  sdvrauM  for  Nov.  2. 

_ _ _ _ fiiat  we  have  reaped  a  crucuJ 

^  c^^rpoint  in  tii«  tiife  5  toe  AnglicanCommunion  and 
have  had  to  condude  toat  toe  future  of  the  Communion  it8i|g 
will  be  put  in  Jet^jardy,"  toe  statement  reads.  Tn  t^iis  eaa^flil 
ministry  of  ttiis  one  iMshc^  vdlinotbereoognisetlby  mortocj^B 
Anglican  world,  eend  tnunjf  provfijoeii  are  to 
toemsdves  to  be  out  of  CoBwriunion  w^toe  Episcopal  Churdi 
(USA).  TWs  will  tear  toefetork  of  our  Ciwmmion  at  its  de^ 
est  Im^  md  may  tea4  to  furtoer  divkton  on  tois  and  fuitoer 
iaiHieiaea  bto||^noes|iaveto  decide  in  consequence  whetoer  toey 
rtift  fifftotom-rniamunion  with  provinces  toat  dioose  not  to 
hiBalf  rnnjirnuninn  wito  toe  ^iscopal  Church  (USA)."  Suniltf 
ablMiaapply  to  toe  sftuaticn  in  Canada,  toe  statement  said.  Tm 
call*  homosexualiW  a  "chosm  lifestyle."  The  mtire 
be  read  on  toe  Internet  at  htto://www.Bnglican- 


Missionary  Dennis  McCall  of  Vicksburg  and  his  family  are  reunited 
afer  a  harrowing  week  apart  following  the  CXrt.  21  military  coup  in  the 
African  nation  of  Bunmdi,  where  they  serve  as  missionary  evangelists. 


Louisiana’s  Supreme  Court  upholds  the  legislature’s  right  to  order  the 
teaching  of  creation-science  when  evolution-science  is  taught  in  the 
state's  public  elementary  and  secondary  schools. 


A  letter  to  A.  L.  Goodrich,  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  from  C.  R. 
Maples,  pastor  of  Wayside  Church,  Vicksburg,  states;  "1  believe  that 
our  State  Baptist  Convention  should  have  a  rule  that  preachers 
receiving  pastoral  aid  pledge  themselves  not  to  use  tobacco  in  any 
form'  ...why  use  God’s  money  in  such  a  sinful  practice?" 


i/36/25/i 
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Letter  to 
THE  Editor 

ANNIVERSARY  SET 

Editor: 

Quincy  T.  Curtis,  interim 
pastor,  Brad  Day,  minister  of 
praise  and  worship,  and  Mark 
Williams,  student  minister 
along  with  the  rest  the  of 
Agricola  Church  family  cor¬ 
dially  invite  you  to  join  us  in 
our  celebration  of  100  years 
of  serving  God  together  and 
worshiping  Him  on  Sunday, 
the  ninth  day  of  November,  at 
7268  Barton  Agricola  Road, 
Lucedale.  Bryce  Evans,  Don 
Boone  and  Eddie  Davidson 
will  be  our  guest  speakers. 
The  celebration  begins  at 
9:30  a.m.  with  a  noon  meal 
and  ending  with  a  3  p.m. 
afternoon  worship  service. 

It  was  the  year  1 896  when 
a  group  of  dedicated 
Christians  dreamed  of  and 
visualized  the  organization 
of  what  was  to  become 
Agricola  Church.  In  the 
beginning  it  was  known  as 
New  Hope  Church  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Leaf  River 
Association.  During  this 
time,  the  congregation  met  in 
homes.  Late  in  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  a  small  wood-framed 
building  was  constructed  and 
was  located  near  the  present 
New  Hope  Church. 

They  considered  1903  as 
the  year  the  church  truly 
became  established  and  real¬ 
ized  its  potential  and  mission 
as  a  church,  with  an  increase 
of  membership  to  49  people- 
and  a  new  building. 

The  heritage  that  has  been 
left  by  those  first  few  who 
prayed  for  God  to  give  them 
a  vision  of  what  He  wanted 
established  in  this  small 
community  is  now  being  cel¬ 
ebrated.  If  you  need  more 
information  we  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (601)  947-2460. 
Centennial  Committee 
Agricola  Church,  Lucedale 


Miss.  Baptists  train  Ukrainian  SS  leaders 


WATCH  CLOSELY  —  Delayne  Morris  (fourth  from  right),  preschool  director  at  Carriage 
Hills  Church  in  Southhaven,  demonstrates  the  how  to  use  silly  songs  to  reach  out  to 
Ukrainian  children.  Morris  was  one  of  several  Mississippi  teachers  who  traveled  to  Ukraine 
to  help  teach  Sunday  School  leaders  in  that  country.  Mississippi  Baptists  have  a  longstand¬ 
ing  partnership  with  Ukrainian  Baptists.  (BR  photo) 


By  Drewe  Uyn  Jeffcoat 

Correspondent _ 

What  began  as  a  vision  in  the  heart  of 
Ukrainian  Baptist  Union  leaders  in 
Odessa  has  recently  been  brought  to 
reality,  thanks  to  Mississippi  Baptists. 

"In  the  Odessa  region,'*  says  Bronislav 
Zilkovsky,  senior  pastor  of  Odessa's 
Baptist  Union,  "we  have  a  lot  of  church¬ 
es  which  have  no  Sunday  school  for  chil¬ 
dren,  and  members  who  would  want  to 
do  this  kind  of  ministry  are  not  equipped 
to  do  it.  We  wanted  to  teach  our  young 
people  how  to  carry  on  this  ministry  in 
their  churches." 

Though  Bronislav  «md  other  leaders  envi¬ 
sioned  a  conference  to  train  future  Sunday 
school  teachers,  their  resources  were  limit¬ 
ed.  They  decided  to  seek  help  from  their 
partnership  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  by  calling  the 
board's  missions  mobilization  director,  Ken 
Rhodes.  Soon  things  b^an  to  happen. 

Rhodes  contacted  Linda  Reeves,  chil¬ 
dren's  consultant  in  the  MBCB  Sunday 
School  Department  who  organized  a 
team  of  teachers  willing  to  ^are  their 
expertise  overseas.  Lesson  materials  and 
outlines  were  sent  to  Odessa  in  advance 
so  that  handouts  could  be  translated  into 
Russian  and  interpreters  would  be  well 
prepared.  Plans  were  made  to  hold  the 
conference  at  the  Baptist  Seminary  in 
Odessa,  and  money  from  the  MBCB  mis¬ 
sions  mobilization  bidget  enabled  partic¬ 
ipants  to  attend  free  of  charge. 

The  vision  came  to  life  on  August  11-16. 
Begiiming  with  a  time  of  worship  and  get- 
acquainted  activities  and  concluding  with 
a  Fnday  night  banquet  and  presentation  of 
certificates,  eighty-one  women  and  four 
men  received  treuning  at  the  Children's 
Sunday  School  Leader  Coiderence. 

"Many  (of  the  attendees)  were  seven¬ 
teen,  eighteen,'  or  nineteen  years  of  age. 
They  weren't  shy.  They  responded  to  all 
the  projects  we  had  for  them.  They  were 
very  receptive,  creative,  and  enthusias¬ 
tic,'^  Reeves  said. 

Participants  were  divided  into  four 
groups,  rotating  each  morning  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  four-hour  class.  Reeves  taught  a  session 
entitled  Foundations  of  Teaching  Children. 
Beth  Bryant,  children's  mmister  at 
Crossgates  Church,  Brandon,  taught  a  ses¬ 
sion  entitled  Teaching  Methods.  Delayne 
Morris,  preschool  director  of  Carriage  Hills 


Church,  Southhaven,  concentrated  on  a 
session  entitled  Characteristics  of  Children 
and  How  to  Teach  Age  Appropriately. 
Peimy  Young  of  Michael  Memorial  Church, 
Gulf^rt,  focused  on  a  session  entitled 
Characteristics  of  a  Good  Teacher.. 

Afternoon  activities  were  varied  and 
included  crafts,  games,  and  free  time. 
Reeves  said  she  was  impressed  by  the 
future  Sunday  school  teachers.  "You 
could  see  how  much  they  love  Jesus  and 
how  much  they  want  to  teach  boys  and 
girls,"  she  pointed  out. 

Reeves  will  return  to  Ukraine  in 
December  for  a  2(X)4  planning  session. 
She  hopes  those  plans  will  Wlude  a 
more  advanced  conference  for  children's 
Simday  School  teachers,  along  with  an 
opportunity  to  take  basic  concepts  to  vil¬ 
lage  churches. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  Mississippi  Baptists 
via  Rhodes,  Bronislav  thankedT each  team 


member,  the  Missions  Mobilization 
Department,  and  all  who  made  the  con¬ 
ference  possible. 

"It  was  an  unforgettable  week  for  85 
young  ladies  and  men,  who  came  from  dif¬ 
ferent  village  and  towns  of  the  Odessa 
region.  Anal  believe  dwt  dtose  yoimg  p^ 

Ele,  after  retunung  to  their  churches  with 
nowledge  and  spmtual  strength,  will  be  a 
great  tool  of  our  Lord  to  use  them  in  min- 
istty  for  children,"  he  wrote. 

MBCB  nxissions  mobilization  efforts  are 
supported  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Missions  Offering,  and  supported 
administratively  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program. 

For  more  information  on  missions  mobi¬ 
lization  in  Mississippi,  contact  Rhodes  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3239  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (^)  748-1651,  ext.  239.  E- 
mail:  krhodes@mbcb.org. 


Crews  stepping  down  from  Golden  Gate  Seminay 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif  (BP)  — 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  trustees 
approved  transition  actions  for 
the  presidency  and  three  direc¬ 
tors  during  their  Oct.  14  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  seminary's  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  campus. 

President  \^^lliam  O.  Crews 
was  elected  to  fill  the  transi¬ 
tional  role  of  chancellor  as  the 
trustees  begin  a  search  for  a 
new  president.  -The  longest- 
tenured  of  the  six  Soumem 
Baptist  Convention  seminary 
presidents.  Crews  was  elected 
to  lead  Golden  Gate  in  1986. 

"1  will  continue  to  give 
leadership  to  the  institution 
until  a  new  president  is  elect¬ 
ed  and  installed,”  Crews  told 
trustees.  "I  will  then  do  all  1 
can  to  see  that  any  influence  1 
might  have  is  transferred  to 
the  person  God  has  already 
chosen  to  be  our  new  leader.*' 

Although  officially  vacat¬ 


Crews 


ing  the  office 
of  the  presi¬ 
dent  and 
taking  up 
the  post  of 
chancellor. 
Crews  will 
maintain  the 
duties  of 
president 
and 
executive 
until  a  new  leader  is  elected 
and  in  place,  officials  noted. 

In  the  other  staffing 
actions,  trustees  approved  the 
hiring  of  T.  Cnristopher 
Turner  as  director  for  the 
Pacific  Northwest  campus. 

Turner  earned  a  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  in  educa¬ 
tional  leadership  from 
Washington  State  University 
2001.  A  member  of  the 


in 


Golden  Gate 
since  1998,  he 


campus  staff 
has  served 


such  roles  as  director  of 
recruitment  and  admissions, 
adjunct  faculty  and  director  of 
enrollment  management  and 
institutional  effecnveness. 

David  lA^am  Johnson  was 
elected  as  director  of  the 
Arizona  campus. 

Johnson  holds  the  doctor  of 
lent  philosophy  and  master's 
chief  ■  degrees  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
He  has  taught  as  an  adjimct 
professor  at  the  Arizona  cam¬ 
pus  since  1995  and  in  similar 
positions  at  other  universities. 

A  longtime  leader  in  Arizona 
Baptist  work,  Jc^inson  has  served 
as  president  of  die  Arizona 
Soumem  Baptist  Convention  and 
a  trustee  of  Grand  Canyon 
University.  Since  1994  he  lus 
been  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church  in  Phoenix  and 
earlier  pastoied  other  diurches  in 
Arizcma  and  Texas. 


m 


Joseph  Raymond  Tallman,  a 
specialist  in  Christian  ministry 
to  Muslims,  was  elected  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  David  and  Faith  Kim 
School  of  Intercultural  Studies. 

Tallman  has  served  on  the 
faculty  of  Golden  Gate  as  pro¬ 
fessional-in-residence  during 
the  past  academic  year  and  for 
10  years  he  served  with  CX 
International  coordinating  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  aimed  at  Muslim 

Sople  groups  in  North  Africa. 

ruer,  ne  served  on  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  Moody  Bible  Institute 
and  Calvary  Bible  College  in 
Missouri. 

Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  is  a 
Cooperative  Program  nunist^ 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  operates  five 
campuses  in  Northern 
California,  Southern 

California,  Pacific  Northwest, 
Arizona  and  Colorado. 
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Lightning  Bugs 
Among  Us 

As  a  kid  I  was  always  feiscinat- 
ed  with  li^tning  bugs.  That  part 
of  the  kia  in  me  has  never  gone 
away.  To  this  day  I  watch  for 
them  and  am  fascinated  on  a 
dark,  dark,  summer  night  to  see 
those  flashing  lights  out  there 
it  the  black  bac 


‘VirecU 


ople 

fact 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasvuer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


against 


backdrop. 


Recently,  1  read  an  account  of  an  inci¬ 
dent  that  happened  in  a  little  girl's  life 
many  years  ago.  The  story  was  told  by 
Mrs.  Bessie  Chambers,  who  is  now  in  her 
90th  year  and  a  faithful  member  of 
Highland  Baptist  Church  in  Meridian, 
Mississippi.  Mrs.  Bessie  is  still  active  in 
every  way  and  her  mind  is  even  more 
active  than  her  body.  She  told  the  story  of 
how,  as  a  young  girl,  she  and  her  family 
were  visiting  with  cui  aunt  and  her  fcunily. 
The  children  were  outside  playing,  chas¬ 
ing,  and  catching  lightning  bugs.  One  of 
her  little  cousins  caught  one  of  the  light¬ 
ning  bugs  and  held  it  m  her  hand  until  the 
little  creature  died.  When  the  girl  saw  that 
it  was  dead,  she  said  to  her  little  brother, 
"Look,  this  one  died  without  turning  its 
light  off!"  Sure  enough,  the  little  lightning 
bug  had  died  but  its  light  was  still  on. 

^  1  heaud  of  that  story,  1  diou^t  of  that 
beautiful  word  from  the  Lord  in  Revelation 
14:13,  "I  heard  a  voice  from  Heaven  saying 
unto  me  write,  blessed  cue  the  dead  which  die 
in  die  Lord  horn  henceforth,  yea  saidi  die 
spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors 
and  ^eir  works  do  follow  them."  Did  you 
he«ir  diat?  Those  last  five  words  say, ". .  .their 
works  do  follow  them."  That  is  true  and  1 
then  began  to  diink  of  all  die  lightning  bugs 
that  I  have  known  in  Baptist  life.  1  thought  of 
die  people  who  have  departed  from  here  and 
gone  on  to  be  with  the  Lord,  but  they  died 
without  turning  dieir  lights  off.  Their  wit¬ 
ness,  dieir  influence,  and  their  blessings  con¬ 
tinue.  Their  works  do  follow  them. 

There  are  a  lot  of  ways  diat  you  can,  at  die 
end  of  this  life,  leave  a  lig^t  burning  in  the 
darkness  of  diis  world  by  being  a  Baptist 
lightning  bug.  One  way  to  leave  your  ught 
burning  womd  be  dirough  your  faithfulness. 
As  you  fidthfully  serve  me  Lord  you  are  not 
only  touching  lives  at  the  moment  and  you 


upon 


are  not  onl' 
you 
blocks 

others  will  cmtinue  to  build. 

There  is  litde  said  but  so  much  that  needs 
to  be  emphasized  concemii^  the  consisten¬ 
cy  with  our  W2dk  with  the  Lord  and  our 
faithfulness  throu^  die  years.  It  is  that  con¬ 
sistency  and  that  &thful  day-by-day  service 
for  Christ  diat  makes  a  difference  for  gener¬ 
ations  to  come.  When  I  think  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  us  who  have  made  such  a 
difference,  I  think  of  people  like  Lottie 
Moon,  as  she  literally  gave  her  life  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  for  over  40  yecirs  to  the  people  of 
China.  Her  legacy  is  not  that  she  participat¬ 
ed  in  one  great  event  one  day  but  for  a  life¬ 
time.  One  day  at  a  time  Lottie  wcdked  with 
Jesus  and  touched  lives  all  around  her.  Then 
and  now,  that  faithfulness  bore  fruit! 

This  is  not  just  a  verse  reserved  for  some 
super-special  saint.  No,  it's  true  again  and 
again  in  the  lives  of  those  folks  \^o  have 
Wcdked  with  Jesus  and  been  faithful  to  Him. 
For  me,  personally,  there  is  a  gallery  in  the 
corridors  of  my  mind  on  which  hang  por¬ 
traits  of  great  saints  who  have  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  my  life:  men  and  women  who 
have  Celled  about  me,  encouraged  me, 
tau^t  me,  and  challenged  me;  RA  leaders 
who  invested  their  time  so  that  a  little  boy 
would  know  about  Jesus  and  missions; 
Vacation  Bible  School  teachers  who  would 
share  the  Gospel  in  clear,  child-like  terms  so 
that  I  could  understand  and  respond; 
preachers  who  stood  strong  and  tall  and  yet 
were  caring  enough  to  stop  and  talk  to  a  lad 
as  though  ttiey  really  cared;  and  ttien  the 
Bible  teachers,  college  professors,  and 
denominational  leaders,  most  of  whom  *ire 
gone,  who  left  ttieir  light  on  in  me. 

Another  way  that  people  leave  their 
light  burning  is  through  the  Mississippi 


Baptist  Foundation.  The 
Foundation  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  work  of  Christ  in  our 
state.  More  and  more  peoi 
are  becoming  aware  of  tne 
that  when  they  are  gone  they 
are  able  to  leave  in  place 
investments  that  can  go  on 
touching  lives,  helping  our 
institutions  or  agencies,  caring 
for  children,  s^olarshipping 
students,  and  supporting  our  missionar¬ 
ies.  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
is  not  just  a  financial  institution;  it  is  a 
ministry  that  enables  us  to  leave  the 
light  on  when  we  are  gone. 

Eveiy  year  that  passes,  I  have  tiie  privilege 
of  hearing  ttie  stones  and  seeing  some  of  the 
students  preparing  for  minist^  who  would 
not  be  able  to  continue  their  preparation 
from  the  support  that  is  omred  ffiem. 
it  support  comes  from  somec«ie  who  was 
mindful  of  tiie  need  that  may  come  in  tiie 
future  and  provided  endowment  scholar¬ 
ships  to  support  students  in  need.  The  beau¬ 
tiful  filing  aTOut  it  is  fiiat  anyone  is  able  to  set 
up  an  account  with  even  a  small  amount  of 
money.  It  can,  in  time,  grow  to  be  a  brighter 
and  brighter  light.  All  you  need  do  is  contact 
file  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  at  (601) 
292-3210  and  they  will  help  you.  The 
Foundation  is  not  just  about  money,  it  is 
about  leaving  your  light  on! 

As  I  thought  about  the  lightning  bug,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  one  other  way  we  can 
leave  the  Ught  on  is  through  our  families.  I 
suppose  fiiat  fiiat  should  be,  cind  probably  is 
for  most  of  us,  our  first  fiiought.  I  Wcint  my 
children  to  know  the  Lord  and  serve  Him  as 
well  as  my  grandchildren,  great  grandchil¬ 
dren,  and  great,  ^at  grandchildrOT!  I  «un 
the  recipient  of  the  beautiful  legacy  of  faith 
experienced  by  and  shared  fiirough  my  fam¬ 
ily.  Yet,  I  want  to  be  more  than  just  a  recipi¬ 
ent.  I  want  my  children  to  know  and  love 
fiiat  same  Qirist  and  to  know  the  strength  of 
that  same  faifii.  It  is  glorious  and  bwond 
description  to  see  them  serving  file  Lord. 

If  tne  Lord  tarries  His  coming  each  one 
of  us  will  ultimately  and  finalfy  come  to 
the  end  of  the  road  of  life.  The  race  wiU  be 
run,  our  service  will  be  ended,  cmd  we  will 
be  gone.  I  pray  that  when  I  die  I  will  die 
wimout  turning  my  Ught  off! 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2003 

CTL  XO  KOTB  XAN  KCM, 
CTL  IPZZHTOL  KABX  BXO 
IXAOR  ESAONBN  CTL 
ICEBCATN,  XPK  XO 
ZAUXB  FOBSCM  XAZ 
HTBP  BXOZ. 

JHGO 

BKOTBM-BKP:  RPHS 
due:  R  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  14:35 


Iraqi  Baptists  mapping 


AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)- 
Baptists  from  across  the  Middle 
East  gathered  in  Amman, 
Jordan,  Oct.  10  to  take  part  in  a 
unmue  commissioning  service. 

Cbuglas  Baba,  pastor  of  an 
Iraqi  congregation  in  the  town 
of  al-Fuhais  in  Jordan,  was 
appointed  as  pastor /evangelist 
by  the  newly  formed  Baptist 
Union  of  Iraq  and  will  soon  be 
furthering  Baptist  work  there. 

Also  commissioned  was  an 
Egyptian  Baptist,  Izzat  Shehata, 
a  graduate  of  the  Jordan 
Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  as  a  missionary  to 
Mauretania  in  North  Africa. 

Participating  in  the  service 
were  file  members  of  the  Amman 
Baptist  Church,  the  oldest  of 
Jordtin’s  17  Baptist  congregations, 
and  representatives  from  the 
Jordanian  and  Lebanese  Baptist 
conventions.  Staff  members  nom 
various  mission  organizations 
also  were  present,  including  the 
Southern  Baptist  Intemahonal 
Mission  Board  and  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  which  h^  a 
strong  presence  in  Jordan. 

Lm  ^  the  Arrunan  church's 
pastor,  Fawaz  Ameish,  the  ser¬ 


vice,  which  included  an  impas¬ 
sioned  sermon  from  Charles 
Costa,  a  Lebanese  Baptist, 
ended  with  a  laying  on  of  hemds 
in  which  Baptist  leaders  filed 
past  the  two  men  sitting  on  the 
platform.  Either  aloud  or  pri¬ 
vately,  each  prayed  for  the  men 
and  their  future  ministry.  Gifts 
were  presented  emd  their  wives 
joined  them  for  a  final  blessing. 

The  commissioning  of  Baba 
to  work  in  Iraq  is  the  first  stage 
of  an  evangelistic  and  church- 
planting  initiative  by  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Iraq.  B^tist  worK  in 
Iraq  started  in  19fc  as  a  devel¬ 
opment  within  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  led  by  Nabil 
^ra,  a  Presbyterian  elder,  and 
Khalil  Samara,  a  missionary 
from  Brazil. 

In  1988,  there  were  500 
Baptists,  meeting  in  50  homes; 
however,  in  common  with  all 
churches,  numbers  declined 
after  the  first  Gulf  War  in  1991, 
largely  because  of  emigration. 

Baptists  became  a  denomina¬ 
tion  in  their  own  right  in  1997. 
lliere  are  now  five  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Iraq,  two  in  Bagdad 
and  three  in  the  north  of  the 


ministry  plans  for  war-torn  coimtry 


country,  aU  meeting  in  homes. 
Ui  September,  a  baptismal  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  at  a  home  using  a 
portable  swimming  pool  in 
which  31  pieople  were  baptized. 

The  Baptist  Union  of  Iraq 
was  formed  in  order  to  provide 
a  unified  organization  to  enable 
effective  mission.  A  priority  will 
be  the  planting  of  a  church  in 
the  Kerekh  area  of  Baghdad, 
which  has  a  population  of  3  mil- 
Uon  but  no  evangelical  church. 

Muthafcir  Yacoub,  moderator 
of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Iraq  and 
one  of  three  Iraqi  exiles  returning 
as  Baptist  leaders,  said  at  a  BUi 
general  «issembly  meeting  earlier 
ui  the  day,  "This  is  a  new  phcise  in 
our  mission.  I  invite  you  to  shcire 
in  the  ministry  to  which  God  has 
called  us,  and  pcirticipate  in  this 
exciting  adventure." 

Another  of  the  three,  Mishiel 
Edward,  who  will  return  to  Iraq 
when  resources  become  avail¬ 
able,  said,  "I  think  this  is  the  time 
God  wants  to  show  His  mercy. 
The  way  will  be  tou^,  but  there 
will  be  blessing.  I  nave  peace 
inside.  In  five  or  10  years  I  want 
to  see  more  people  coming  to 
Jesus,  and  the  cross  everywhere." 


Baba  will  return  to  Baghdad 
with  his  wife  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  as  soon  as  accommoda¬ 
tions  can  be  found. 

•The  International  Mission 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
convention  is  working  along¬ 
side  Iraqi  and  other  Baptists  m 
developmg  ministries  in  Iraq. 


FOR  IRAQ  —  Muthafar 
Yacoub  (right),  moderator  of 
the  newly  formed  Iraq  Baptist 
Union,  leads  in  prayer  for  the 
union's  various  initiatives. 
Among  those  joining  Yacoub  in 
prayer  is  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Brian  Barlow  (left).  (BP 
photo  by  joni  B.  Hannigan) 
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The  Baptist  Record 


recently 
ordained  Chiu 


Butler  as  a  dea- 


Pictured 


Monow,  pastoi;  and  Butler 


Greg  Sc  Amy  D3re  and  Jerry  Doggett,  pastor 


Young  Women  of  Sylvarena  Church,  Sylvarena 


Terry  Satchfield  and  Family 


i  1.  ^  fT  lo  V()u* 

•  I  iniist.in.t  •  Mississippi 


were  also  enter- 
tte  Creek,  a  area 


Macendonia 
Church,  Petal, 
recently 
ordained  Greg 
Dye  as  deacoit 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Dye,  his 
wife  Amy,  and 
Jerry  D^gett, 
pastor. 

The 
Brotherhood 
men  (pictured) 
of  Amaziah 
Church, 
Hickory  Flat, 
recently 
installed  their 
first  baptistry. 
Dana  Holmes 


Brotherhood  of  Amaziah  Church,  Hickory  Flat 


la 


Baptism  Participants  of  Amaziah  Church,  Hickory  Flat 


did  the  painting.  On  August  24 

Sictured,  from  left)  Michael 
Dwell,  Bryon  Nowlin,  Gina 
Maxey,  Jenna  Nolley,  and  Ashley 
Alexander  were  baptized. 

Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman, 
honored  Terry  Satchfield  of 
Rome  on  his  86fi\  birthday  on 
August  24.  He  was  presented  a 
plaque  for  his  service.  He  con¬ 
tinues  to  cut  the  grass  on  the  3 
acre  church  campus  throughout 
the  summer  months.  Pictured 
are  Satchfield  (fifth  from  left) 
and  his  family  members. 

The  G  As,  RAs,  and  Mission 
Friends  of  North  Carrollton 
Church,  North  Carrollton, 
presented  kids  meal  toys, 
donated  by  McDonald's  and 
Sonic,  and  kool-aid  to  Billy  and 
Rebecca  Williams  to  use  as  a 
ministry  tool  for  children  in 
Southeast  Asia. 


The  Sylvarena  Yoimg 
Women  from  Sylvarena 
Church,  Sylvarena,  celebrated 
August  birmdays  at  Bay  Springs 
Nursing  Home.  Residents  were 
given  a  bouquet  of  flowers 
along  with  cake,  fruit,  and 


Aberdeen,  held  revival  ser¬ 
vices  SOTtember  28-October  1. 
Jiiiuny  Porter,  MBCB,  was  tiie 
evangelist  and  Tracy  Pigford, 


leader.  There  were  18  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  two  members 
transferred  their  letters.  Roy 
McHenry  is  pastor  and  Lynn 
Pigford  is  minister  of  music. 

Cason  Church,  Nettleton, 
will  present  The  Calling^  a  13 
scene  walk-thru  drama  depict¬ 
ing  the  tragedy  of  death  and 
our  choices  concerning  eternity, 
November  1-8.  Scenes  are 
graphic  and  children  must  be 
accompanied  by  an  adult. 
Admission  is  free.  A  love  offer¬ 
ing  wiU  be  taken.  GAs  and  RAs 
wul  offer  concessions  with  pro¬ 
ceeds  for  mission  protects  and 
camp.  Hmes  open  to  tne  public 
are  Nov.  1  from  8-11  p.m.,  Nov. 
3  from  7-9  p.m.,  Nov.  7  from  7- 
11  p.m.,  and  Nov.  8  ftom  6-10 
p.m.  "Rmes  for  groups  by 
appointment  only  aie  Nov.  2 
from  6-9  p.m.,  Nov.  5  from  7-9 
p.m.,  ana  Nov.  6  from  7-9  p.m. 
For  an  appointment  or  more 
information,  call  (601)  871-9101 
or  (601)  257-1485. 


Children  of  North  Carrollton  Church,  Norfii  Carrollton 


Planned  Giving 


What  if  there  \M8rB  a  way  that  you  couW  further  God's  woric  in  your  hometown 
and  throughout  the  world.  What  if  that  help  could  go  even  bey^  your 
lifetime.  WMI  it  can  with  planned  giving.  Many  of  the  blessings  we  enjoy 
today  are  the  products  of  dedication  from  people  in  the  pest  They  were 
committed  to  leave  future  generations  a  rich  inheritance  on  which  to  build. 

It  isn't  about  having  a  lot  of  money.  It  is  about  a  willing  heart  and  thoughtful 
planning.  There  are  many  ways  tlM  we  can  do  our  part  today  to  insure  money 
wHI  be  available  in  the  future  to  carry  out  God's  work.  With  planned  giving  you 
can  conserve  your  estate's  assets  for  those  you  love,  including  your  family  and 
your  church.  Additional  bertefits  are  avoiding  capital  gains  taxes,  reducing 
your  current  income  taxes,  reducing  federal  estate  taxes  and 
-  increasing  your  currant  income. 


w  »>  M  t>us>;r< iij|<  (  I <111 


At  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  we  provide 
information  as  well  as  church  seminars  on  a  wide 
.  range  of  programs  arxl  financial  services.  Our  staff 
I  will  help  you  make  the  best  decision  for  you. 
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THE  MISSISSim  BAPTIST  TOUNOATION 


Gallic  Usdale  and  Harold  lahee 

Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson,  held  a  WMU 
Recognition  service  on  August  31.  The  GAs,  RAs, 
Acteens,  Mission  Friends,  and  youth  on  missions  were 
represented.  Three  Acteens,  Amanda  Jackson,  Maggie 
N^rgan,  and  Mandy  Elkins,  completed  Mission  Quest 
and  received  a  $200  scholar^p  to  furdier  dteir  educa¬ 
tion.  Evelyn  King  is  the  WMU  director  and  David 
Crowe  is  pastor 

Gallic  Tisdale  of  Lowery  Greek  Church, 
Seminary,  has  been  the  secretary  and  treasurer  for 


Qine,  Ta^oiv  and  Moore 

the  past  40  years  and  retired  in  August.  A  reception 
was  given  in  her  honor  and  she  was  presented  with 
a  silver  tray.  Harold  Ishee  is  pastor. 

Pilgrims  Rest  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  recog¬ 
nized  Estelle  Lamb,  Harmah  Moak,  and  Dorothy 
Powers  for  Simday  School  Attendance  recently. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Lamb^  nine  years;  Moak, 
two  years;  and  Powers,  26  years. 

Linwood  Chiuch,  Union,  ordained  Kent  Spence  as 
deacon  on  September  7.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  his 
_ wife  Connie,  Spence,  and  William  J.  Marm. 


Arkabutla  Church,  Arkabutla,  honored 
Josephine  Moore  for  77  years  of  faithful 
.service  on  August  17.  Pictured  are  D.  Tim 
Cline,  pastor,  and  Milton  Taylor  present¬ 
ing  Moore  with  a  plaque. 


Coiuiie  &  Kent  Spence  and  l^liam  Mann 


m 


Lamb,  Moak,  and  Powers 


WMU  Recognition  Service  of  Strong  Hope,  Wesson 


Fellowship  of  the  Parks  ^ 
Baptist  Church 

Kefler,  Texas 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$291009000  General  Mortage  Bonds 

Anticipated  Issnc  Date; 

BARN  M  October  1 3, 2003 

UP  TO  f  ^  Anticiptlod  Interest  Rates  Range 

/U  2.65%U>7J5% 


2.65%U>7J5% 

Bond  Maturity  Range  6  months  to  25  years.  Bonds  are  available  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

This  announcemetu  is  neither  an  offer  nor  a  solicitation  of  on  offer  to  bay.  The 
offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only.  For  more  iifformation  about  this  bond  issue, 
obtain  a  prospectus,  which  describes  all  of  rite  particulars  of  this  understanding. 
Read  it  carefully  before  you  Invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face 
value,  subiect  to  prior  sale. 

-  Far  AddMamal  Im/armaiian  Contact: 

Lte  TomDanid 

(800)  748-8877  . 

tdaniel^vcslcavcll.com  A 


UMLctaDriw 
Jackfoo.  MS  39216 


NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 

Meridian  is  seeking  a  full-time 
associate  pastor  of  youth  aiKl  edu¬ 
cation.  Please  send  resumes  or  let¬ 
ters  of  interest  to  New  Hope 
Baptist  Church,  attention  search 
committee,  6573  Highway  145 
South,  Meridian,  MS  39301 . 


ORGANIST,  CASTLEWOODS 

Baptist  Church.  Send  a  letter  of 
interest  or  resume  to  175 
Stonecastle  Drive,  Brandon,  MS 
39047,  via  mail  or  fax.  Fax  number 
(601)  992-2623.  For  information 
call  (601)  992-9977. 


PIANIST/KEYBOARDIST  NEEDED, 

Southside  Baptist  Church,  paid 
position.  For  more  information  call 
(601)  372-9161. 


October  30, 2003 


-The  Bafiist  Rkord 


TopdUr  JayesK  Nov.  16-19; 
Sunday,  11  am,  dinner  on  the 
^un^,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  pm;  Ri«  Kennedy, 
East  McComb,  McComb, 
roeakmg;  Justin  &nidv  music; 
Dale  Audiement,  pastor;  all  are 
welcome. 

Dublin  Church,  Carson: 
Nov.  2-5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Douglas,  evangelist; 
Benji  Lott,  music;  Pat 
Nations,  pastor. 

Leesburg,  Morton:  Nov.  2; 
Sunday  SAool,  9:30  a.m.; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  dirmer 
on  die  grounds  will  follow; 
Julius  Thompson,  preaching; 
Jeff  Jones,  worship. 

Lula,  Jackson:  Nov.  2;  102nd 
anniversary;  worship,  11  a.m; 
a  covered  dish  lunch  and  spe¬ 
cial  music  will  follow;  Joe 
Litde,  pastor;  for  more  infor- 
maticm,  call  (601)  925-5271. 

Harrisville,  Harrisville: 
Nov.  2-5;  Sunday,  10  a.m., 
lunch  will  follow,  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Dwight 
Smith,  preaching;  Brad  Day, 
music;  Ron  Bush,  pastor. 

First,  Brooklyn:  Nov.  9-14; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  James 
Messer,  Theodore,  Ala.,  evan- 

gelist;  Phillip  lA^llis,  Baton 
ouge.  La.,  music;  James 
Taylor,  pastor. 

First,  Simuall:  Nov.  9-12; 
Sunday,  10  a.m  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Billy  feiidi, 
Madison,  evangelist;  Ronnie 
Cottinghiun,  Agricola,  music. 

Hrst,  Hickoiy  Flat  Nov. 
16;  dedication  of  Family  Life 
Center;  worship,  10  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner  at  noon;  afternoon 
singing.  The  Landmarks  and 
Miracles  of  Grace;  Johnny 
Rakestraw,  pastor;  Doug 
Rakestraw,  music. 

Park  Hav^  Laurel:  Nov.  9- 
12;  40tti  anniversary;  Stmday, 
11  a.m.,  dinner  will  follow; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Henry 
Freeman,  EX>ug  Moore,  and 
Steve  Pouncy,  speaking;  Billy 
Hyatt,  Thom  Lambert,  and 
Jelly  Wellbom,  music;  James 
Balliet,  pastor;  Jimmy  Downs, 
minister  of  musk. 

Agricola,  Lucedale:  Nov.  9; 
centennial;  worship,  930  a.m.; 
noon  meal;  afternoon  worship, 
3  p.m.;  Bryce  Evans,  Dot 
Boone,  and  Eddie  Davidscm, 
speaking;  Quincy  T.  Curfe, 
interim  pastor;  Brad  Day,  min¬ 
ister  of  praise  and  worship; 
Mark  ^Uiams,  student  minis¬ 
ter;  for  more  informatiOT,  call 
(601)947-2460. 


Judy  Golz  and  Jill  Briscoe 


Mcngan  &  Rayburn,  pastor 


I  OK 


lected  will  help 
replenish  the 
church's  food 
pantry  so  that 
they  may  be  used 
as  part  of  the 
church's  ministry 

Program. 

ictured  (from 
left,  front)  are 
Mauri  Suggs, 
Laynee  Claire 
Marchant, 
Maggie  Lloyd, 
Ann  Marie 
McClain,  (back) 
Mary  Claire 
Martin,  Morgan 
Clark,  Jade 
Wrenn,  Taylor 
Brower,  and  Julia 
McClellan. 

The  GAs  of 
First  Church, 
Bruce,  celebrated 
the  90th  birthday 
of  GAs  September 
24.  On  di^lay  for 
tile  girls  were  GA 
scepters,  a  crown, 
cai^,  a  charm 
bracelet,  £md  a  GA 
photo  of  Vickie 
Allred.  The  girls 
enjoyed  eating 
biraday  cake. 

First  Church, 
Brooklyn, 
ordained  Mike 
Lee  to  the  deacon 
ministry  October 
12.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Lee 


and  James 
Taylor,  pastor. 

Calvary 
Churdv  Canton, 
held  an  honor 
day  for  Albert 
Morgan 
September  21. 
Morgan,  85,  vis- 


those  that  are 
homebound,  and 
takes  friends  to  _ 

the  doctor  and  Mucei 

stores.  He  was  presented  a 
reward  for  a  job  well  done. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Morgan 
and  Tom  Rayburn,  pastor. 

Sallis  Church,  Sallis,  licensed 
Lynn  Cain  and  Frank  Vaughn 


Mike  Lee  &  James  Ihyloi;  pastor 


Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  will  holoT  Fall  Harvest 
on  October  31  from  6-8  p.m. 
Activities  include  a  space  walk, 
obstacle  course,  and  game 
booths.  Admission  is  fr^.  A 


to  tire  ministry  on  Septernber  31.  hotdog  supper  will  be  served 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Cain,  for-  for  $2.  Costumes  are  optional, 
mer  youfo  director,  Thomas  but  no  scary  ones.  This  event  is 
Wicker,  pastor,  and  Vaughn,  open  to  all  children  and  parents 
youth  director.  in  the  area. 


GAs  of  Hist  Church,  Bruce 


1st  -  6tti  grade  GAs  of  North  CanoUtam  Church,  Nmtti  Carrollton 


Lynn  Cain,  Thomas  l^^ckei;  pastor;  and  Frank  Vaughn 


The  Women's  Minis^  of 
First  ^urch,  Grenada,  will  host 
their  Venter  Women's 
Conference,  with  noted  Bible 
teacher  and  autiior,  Jill  Briscoe, 
and  her  daughter,  Judy  Golz,  as 
guest  speakers.  The  confererKe 
K  January  9  ftom  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
arid  Janua^  10  from  8  a.m.  to 
2:30  p.m.  The  conference  theme, 
BuUaing  Better  Relationships,  is 
based  on  the  book  of  Ruth. 
Otiwr  topics  to  be  addressed  are 
Coping  with  Difficult 
Reutionships  and  Family 
Relationship.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  calf  (662)  226-3661. 

The  lst-6th  grade  GA  class¬ 
es  of  North  Camllton  Church, 
North  Carrollton,  held  a 
Caruied  Food  Drive  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  World  Hunger  Day  on 
October  12.  The  food  items  col- 


J.  D.  Joslin,  87,  of  New  Albany  Pharsalia  Church  in  Pofje. 
di^  September  9.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife; 

Jplin  grew  up  in  Glen  along  five  sons,  Wendell  D.  Joslin,  Joe 

u: - E.  Joslin,  Jack  W.  Joslin, 

Frank  A.  Joslin,  and 
Terry  M.  Joslin;  a 
daughter,  Svah  Beth 
Hajen;  10  grandchil¬ 
dren  .  and  two  great 
grandchildren. 


with  his  wife,  the  for¬ 
mer  Vera  Maybelle 
Strickland.  He  attend¬ 
ed  Clarke  College  in  the 
ministerial  program 
and  later  received  his 
degree  in  Bible  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 

He  pastored  several 
churches  throughout 
Mississippi  induding  jogUn 
Glendale  Church, 

College  Hill  Church,  Interstate  North 
Church  in  Shaw,  Burnsville  Missis 
Church,  New  Prospect  Church  Baptis 
in  luka,  Walnut  Church,  Wake 
Calvary  Church  in  Batesville,  additi< 
Hickory  Flat  Church,  and  Luthei 


R.  V.  "Alcus"  Gieei; 
85,  of  Brookhaven  died 
October  6. 

Greer  attended 
North  Greenville  College, 
Mississippi  College,  and  SE 
Baptist  meologicd  Seminary, 
Wake  Forest,  NT  C.,  along  with 
additional  graduate  study  at 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary 


and  Emory  University. 

He  served  as  pastor  of 
churches  in  Mississippi,  North 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina. 
He  taught  Bible  at  Wingate 
Uruversity  for  14  years,  serving 
.  interim  pastorates  and  supply 
'  during  that  time.  He  also 
served  on  the  North  Carolina 
Convention  Board. 

Greer  was  a  member  of  First 
Church  Brookhaven. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of 
over  58  years,  Gertrude  J.  Greer; 
daughter,  Tommye  G.  Trippe; 
three  sisters,  Wilma  Grace  BrJster, 
Bernice  G.  Sumrall,  and  Gladys 
G.  Reeves;  and  3  grandchildren. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  memorials 
may  be  made  to  the  Hospice  in 
Brookhavea 
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Corinth  Church, 

Tallahatdue,  recently 
called  Dax  SummeihiU 
as  pastor.  SummeihiU,  a 
Madison  native,  attend¬ 
ed  seminary  in  Fort 
WorUi,  Texas,  and  is 
currently  working  on 
his  Doctorate  at  ^d- 
America  Semimuy, 

Memphis. 

CrossRoads 

Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Newton,  Church,  Decatur,  has 
has  called  William  R.  SaveU  cis  called  lustin  Chaney 
minister  of  music  effective  as  youth  pastor/minis- 
September  1.  He  is  a  2002  honor  ter  of  music.  Scott 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Engle  is  pastor. 
SouUiem  Mississippi 
holding  a  degree  in  ele 
menta^  education.  He 
is  pursmg  a  degree  from 
East  Community 
CoUege  to  obtain  a 
degree  in  funeral  service 
teamoloey.  SaveU  is 
employed  as  a  staff 
member  of  James  F. 

Webb  Funer^  Home. 

He  previously  served  as 


Dublin  Church, 
Covington /Jeff  Davis 
Association.  Pat 
Nations  is  pastor. 

Center  Ridge 
Chtuch,  Yazoo 
City,  caUed 
Daryl  Oster  as^^^M 
pastor. 


SummeihiU 


Turcotte,  Clinton,  on 
the  staff  of  Mississippi 


First  Church,  Ovett, 
called  Bill  Riley  as 
interim  pastor  in  JiUy. 
First  Church  has  al^ 
called  Lavon  Welbom 
as  interim 
music  director, 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repenL) 

3. 1  believe' Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


3SBA  HUlcrest  Church,  Byram,  has 
from  caUed  Jamie  Hayes  as  worship 

Hayes  is  former 
worsl^  leader  at  Mt. 
Zion  Cnurch,  Florence. 


Saveli 


ched-  first  place  in  the  Best  OveraU 

mcies  Yearbook  category. 

riswer 

udent  First  Church,  Ovett,  fed  128 
;,  and  students  at  Jones  County 
gard-  Junior  College  during  Feed  the 
ntion  Baptist  Student  Union  on 
I  the  October  9.  First  Church  feeds 
rholar  the  BSU  once  a  year  to  help 
them  raise  money  for  sununer 
missions.  Those  who  assisted 
in  the  feeding  were  Marie 
Graham,  Dorris  Dykes,  Patrick 
Collins,  Mike  and  Patricia 
King,  £md  Howard  and  Maude 
Tisdme.  The  students  were  fed 
fried  chicken,  chicken  pot  pie, 
salad,  vMetables,  desserts,  and 
drinks.  Other  simpliers  of  food 
were  Patsy  Eaks,  Cyndie 
Robinson,  and  Sally  Collins. 


Hard  work  paid  off  for  two  from  Mississippi  College  in  Island  anc 
illiam  Carey  CoUege  student  1959.  Mary  Arm  Hennques,  uledtoatf 
iblications  October  11.  The  Jackson,  has  been  selected  as  will  be  a 
ptist  Press  Student  tire  2003  Distinguished  Aluinna  questions 
amalism  Conference  in  fi'om  the  School  of  Nursing,  loans,  fin* 
ishville.  Term.,  ended  with  Henriques  received  her  B.S.N.  specific  i 
s  ExceUence  in  Journalism  from  Mississippi  College  in  ing  Mi 
nquet.  Of  more  than  600  1973,  her  Masters  in  Nursing  Assistanc 

tries  in  30  categories.  The  from  the  Uiuversity  of  Mississipj 
)bbler  newspaper  and  the  Southern  Mississippi  in  1990,  Grant.  Fo 
lisader  yearbook  won  12  and  her  Ph.D.  in  Education  call  (601)  318-6218  or  1-800- 
/ards.  Among  the  awards  Administration  from  the  962-5991,  ext.  103. 

IS  a  second  place  finish  for  University  of  Southern 

ewspaper  OveraU.  The  2002-  Mississippi  in  2002.  For  the  third  con^utive 

03  Crusader  also  received  year/  Blue  Mountam  CoUege 

cognition  from  the  Baptist  First  Church,  ^  Amory,  has  been  the  reapioit  of  the 
ess  with  an  overaU  rating  of  awarded  Jenny  Harrington  a  Champions  of  Character 
Litstanding.  The  two  pubfica-  $4,664  scholarship  from  the  Award  by  the  *  National 
)ns  brouAt  home  three  first  Lawrence  and  Louise  Palmer  Association  of  Intwcollegiate 
ace  awams,  five  second  place  Scholarship  Fund.  Harrington  Athletics  (NAIA).  To  receive 
kd  four  third  place.  WCC  tied  is  attending  Southwestern  this  award,  a  member  msbtu- 
ith  Uruon  University  for  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  tion  of  the  NAIA  must  provide 
ost  awards.  She  is  pursing  a  master  s  on<ampus  programirung  relat- 

degree  with  plans  to  become  ed  to  five  core  character  values: 
Mississippi  College  a  missionary.  Dick  Palmer  respect,  respqnsibUitv  integri- 

istinguish^  Alumnus  of  the  established  the  scholarship  ty,  servant  leadership, 
jar  awards  are  given  to  out-  fund  in  memory  of  his  par-  ^ortsinanshijx 
anding  graduates  who  have  ents  to  assist  students  in  Champions  of  Ch^arter  iiuha- 
:emplmra  remarkable  service  ’receiving  the  necessary  edu-  five  targets  student-athletes, 
their  field.  Jerry  Sullivan,  cation  for  full-time  Christian  coaches,  and  spectators, 
laeee,  has  been  seized  as  the  service.  ’  . 

istinguished  Mathematics  edition  ofW^ 

id  Computer  Science  William  Carey  College  Mountam  CoUege  s  yearbook, 
lumnus.  SvQUvan  graduated  will  host  the  fifth  annual  Pine  the  Mountameer,  won  ^^al 
ith  a  B.S.  in  Mathematics  Belt  CoUege  Fair  November  4  awards  du^g  the  Baptist 
om  Mississippi  CoUege  in  from  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m.  in  the  Press  National  Stadent 
)59  and  a  M.Ed.  in  1970.  Student  Conference  Center  Journalism  Conference  that 
rilliam  Edward  Kinchen,  and  Wilkes  Dining  Hall,  was  held  Octo^r  9-11  m 
ickson,  has  been  selected  as  Hattiesburg.  CoUege  and  mil-  Nashville,  Term^  Blue 
ke  Distinguished  Alumnus  in  itary  representatives  from  i 

ke  School^^iness.  Kinchen  Mississippi,  Alabama,  place  m  ^^tOvCTaU/Smgle 

x^ived  his  B.S.  in  Business  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Rhode  Spread  Design  category  and 


BSU  members  of  Jones  County  Junior  College,  EUisville 
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Mixon,  Raney,  Norwood,  Bind,  and  Lindsey 

First  Church,  Cleveland, 
lecentiy  recognized  Mary  Claire 
Norwood  on  her  40lh  anniver- 
sa^  as  church  organist.  The 
Celwration  Choir  presented  her 
with  a  gift  and  a  reception  in  her 


Sallis  Church,  Sjdlis,  recenUy 
ordained  Lynn  Cain  to  the  min¬ 
istry  on  October  5.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Thomas  lATicker, 
pastor,  Cain,  and  Bobby 
Waggoner,  Director  of  Missiorw 
of  Attala  County. 

Two  employees  of  Rrst  Chuidi, 
Picayune,  reoentiy  cdd>rated  mile¬ 
stone  anniv^ 
saries.  Verbie 
Lewis  came  to 
wcxk  for  Rrst 
Church  in  1983 
andhasbeena 
faithful 
employee, 
working  in 
janitorial  ser- 
vices,  for  twen¬ 
ty  years.  Fred 
Henley  presented  Lewis  witt\  a 
plaque  ccHiunernoratirig  this  mile¬ 
stone  anniversary  in  a  recognition 
service  oti 
October  5. 
William  (BiU) 
R.  Stevenson 
has  served  as 
Business 
Administrator 
for  First 
Church  since 
1  9  9  3. 

Stevenson  Stevenson  was 
presented  a 
pl^pe  commemcxating  his  service 
to  first  Church.  They  were  jc>ined 
by  farrily  rnernbers  at  the  service. 


Schooner  Valley  Baptist 
Church,  Houlka,  held  an  ordina¬ 
tion  service  on  August  31. 
Pictured  are  Linn  Hu^ies  pre¬ 
senting  certificates  to  John 
Fleming  aiKl  Bobby  Murphree. 

First  Church,  Charleston, 
recentiy  held  a  Baptism  servia 
on  he  banks  of  the  Tallahatchie 
River  at  Strider  Landing. 
Pictured  is  the  candidate,  Jchn 
Burt  Strider,  wih  Mark  Wicent, 
pastor.  Ohers  who  were  bap¬ 
tized  at  the  river  include  Scott 
McBride  and  Sherry  Breland. 
Prior  to  his  outdoor  service,  dur¬ 
ing  he  Momi^  Worship 
Service,  Strider’s  wire,  Stephanie, 
was  baptized  in  he  Baptisnud 
Pcx)l  at  First  Church. 


West  Laurel  Chunh,  Laurd, 
recognized  Sharon  Knight  and 
her  daughters,  Br3rim  and 
Brooke,  on  September  21.  They 
have  a  combined  age  of  85  years 
and  perfect  attendance  in  Simday 
School  for  a  combined  total  of  % 
years.  Sharon  has  had  perfect 
attendance  since  she  was  10  years 
old  and  Brynn  and  Brooke  since 
they  were  2  weeks  old. 

Brian  Phillips  was  ordained 
as  a  deacon  at  Moselle 
Memorial  Church,  Moselle,  on 
September  7.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Marvin  Dean,  Phillips ' 

Sandfaher,  Phillips,  and  Keih 
lompson,  pastor. 


Stevenson 


Sharon;  Brynn  and  Brooke  Knight 


Wickei;  Cain,  and  Waggoner 


Correction 


The  date  for  the  upcoming 
One  Voice  concert  is 
November  9,  not  November  1 7 
as  listed  in  the  Housetops  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  October  16  issue. 
For  more  information  on  the 
concert,  contact  the  MBCB 
Church  Music  Department  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3267  or  toll  free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
267.  E-mail:  palford@mbcb.org 


hcHior.  Norwood  has  been  a  faih- 
ful  accoiimanist  since  1963. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jerry 
Mixon,  MBCB,  interim  pastor, 
Jim  Raney,  Norwood,  Milton 
Burd,  and  Betty  Lindsey. 


Strider  &  ^^cent,  pastor 


Dean,  Ihillips,  and  Thompson,  pastor 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 
Company.  M/COMB0008. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455- 
6743.  Located  at  107  North  Storte  Avenue, 

Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

KINCWOOD  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
in  Kingwood,  Texas  is  now  accepting 
resumes  for  Minister  of  Adult 
Discipleship  to  lead  in  planning,  imple¬ 
menting  and  evaluating  the  needs  of  our 
adult  Christian  education  ministry.  Please 
send  resumes  to  KFBC,  attn:  minister  of 
adults  search  comm.,  2303  Tree  Lane, 
Kingwood,  TX  77339  or  email  resume  to 

eowenOkfbctx.org. _ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 


LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY  video.  For 
more  information  write:  P.O.  Box  1206, 
Fairfield,  TX  75840.  Email  larsinOpflash.com. 
ATTENTION  PASTORS,  STAFF,  EVENT 
coordinators.  "Celebrate  The  Family,"  wor¬ 
ship  and  confererKes  featurirtg  singer, 
speaker,  musical  ventriloquisL  Lee  Pitts 
Spooner.  Bartquets,  conferences,  arxi 
retreats.  For  free  video  call  (251 )  660-7628. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  honoe  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  & 
Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 


Design,  fobrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  TRINITY  UNITED 
Methodist,  Opelika,  Alabama.  Salary 
$40,(X)0-60,000.  The  minister  of  musk  is 
responsible  for  leading  and  overseeing  the 
entire  ministry  of  music.  Trinity  is  a  conser¬ 
vative,  evangelkal  church  called  to  be  an 


equipping  center  for  the  purpose  of  winning 
arid  discipling  Christians.  Contact;  Scott 

Kaak  at  (334)  745-2632. _ 

LEESVILLE  -  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-tinre  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to;  Youth  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1 568,  1 4(X)  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 

fbcl^ville^w  nonline.net. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  wirKlows,  reworking  arrd  repair, 
ColumbuVlackson,  (877)  477-1 899. 
NOtflH  MONROE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
looking  for  a  full-time  student  minister. 
Email  resumes  to  youthsearch©northmoo- 
roe.com.  O  mail  them  to  North  Monroe 
Baptist  Church  at  210  Finks  Hideaway 
Road,  Monroe,  LA  71203.  Vbu  can  learn 
more  about  the  church  and  its  ministries  at 

www.nonhmonroe.com. _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  I 
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7  W'T^  TOV  cemed  about  this  man 

•*  1  U  1  who  was  not  yet  a 

iSpel's  P0W6r  [B  Chnst.  They  were  sen- 

^  MBk  n  I  sitive  to  his  needs,  his 

,19-20  lir^  ^’1  condition,  and  to  this  point 

IkM  opportimity  given  to  people  who  "came  runnini 
tell  this  story."  We  are  ^BS^/^lthem  to  share  the  them 

afforded  opportuni-  Jjl  Gospel  with  him.  They  Solomon's  Colonnade"  (v.  11)  to 

ties  all  the  time  to  tell  usea  the  power  of  God  Jesus.  It  would  have  been  very 

the  story  of  Jesus  and  r>a  i  i  available  to  easy  and  very  tempting  to  bask 

how  His  love  has  L'anieis  them  to  heal  the  man,  in  the  glory  and  reco^ 
impacted  our  lives.  We  have  leading  him  to  praise  God.  that  this  miraculous  inoment 
experienced  the  Gospel's  In  a  sermon  once  preached  brought  to  them.  Instead,  Peter 
power  in  our  lives.  What  an  by  my  father-in-law.  Mack  pointed  the  people  to  Jesus, 
awesome  privilege  to  see  oth-  Massey,  he  compared  this  making  it  very  clear  that  it  was 
ers  experience  that  power  in  man's  condition  to  the  lostness  'by  faith  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 

their  hves,  too!  of  humanity.  He  stated,  "We  [that]  this  man  was  made  states,  to  repent  means  to 

see  a  picture  of  humanity  with-  strone"  (v.  16a).  This  was  an  turn  from  something  —  our 
Be  Sensitive  to  Opportunities  out  God;  for  he  is  lame  since  increaible  display  of  the  power  sin  and  self  —  and  turn  to 
-  3:1-8  birth,  helpless,  destitute,  and  of  the  Gospel  in  a  person's  life.  Someone,  trusting  Jesus  alone 

Acts  2  ends  with  a  descrip-  more  concerned  about  material  and  Peter  wanted  to  make  sure  for  our  salvation.  God's  plan 
tion  of  what  was  happening  in  needs  that  about  spiritual  that  the  crowd  understood  who  is  that  when  we  repent.  He 
the  early  church.  One  can  see  needs.  He  is  near  the  temple,  the  source  of  healing  was.  J.W.  will  wipe  out  our  sins  (what 
how  the  members  of  the  church  but  outside  it."  McGorman  said,  "Peter's  dis-  wonderful  good  news!),  bring 

were  devoted  to  one  another  in  Everywhere  we  turn,  we  claimer  was  neither  a  needless  His  refreshmg  to  our  lives, 
so  mariy  ways.  You  might  get  see  those  who  are  in  desper-  modesty  nor  a  wasted  effort,  and  give  us  something  won- 
the  impression  that  the  church  ate  need.  We  must  be  sensi-  for  people  are  prone  to  derfm  to  look  forward  to  the 
is  a  kind  of  mutual  aid  society  tive  to  the  opportunities  that  attribute  to  men  what  only  Ae  coming  of  Jesus.  A^one 
where  the  members  have  a  the  Lord  gives  to  us.  When  Lord  can  do.  '  who  repents  and  trusts  Christ 

more  inward  focus.  we  are,  we  will  have  the  priv-  In  the  word  of  the  kingdom  alone  for  their  eternal  life  will 

As  we  move  into  Chapter  3,  ilege  at  times  to  see  the  power  of  God,  'Lord'  and  'servant'  are  experience  the  life-changing 
we  can  quickly  see  that  as  of  the  Gospel  at  work  in  two  categories  that  never  power  of  the  Gospel.  That  is 
believers,  we  are  saved  to  another's  life,  transforming  should  be  coidused.  If  the  two  God's  plan. 

serve,  reaching  out  to  those  in  them  from  death  to  life.  roles  are  confused,  immature  - 

need  around  us.  Peter  and  believers  will  give  to  a  mere  Daniels  is  pastor  of  Monticello 

John  were  definitely  con-  Always  Point  to  Jesus  -  3:11-16  servant  like  Peter  a  devotion  Church,  Monticello. 


Even  "while  the  beggar  held  that  rightly  belongs  only  to 
^  on  to  Peter  and  Johiv  (v.  11),  Jesus  Christ  as  Lora  (Acts:  The 

member  of  the  Body  of  these  Spirit-sensitive  apostles  Gospel  for  All  People,  1990  Jan. 

i-  saw  Goa  openmg  up  a  wonder-  Bible  Study,  pg.  21). 
opportunity  for  them  to 

nis  man  and  the  all  the  Clearly  Share  God's  Plan  - 
to  3:19-20 

in  the  place  calQed  After  Prter  pointed  to  Jesus, 

’  ^  ’  .  »  he  went  on  tne  clearly  share 

try  with  those  who  had  gathered 
“  j  to  bask  what  they  needed  to  do  in 
recognition  order  to  be  saved.  Repmtance 
was  the  foundation  ofms  mes¬ 
sage  to  them. 

Repentance  is  a  change  of 
mind  that  leads  to  a  change  of 
life.  As  the  FAITH  outline 
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Reconciliation 


Colossians  1:15-23 


By  Laura  Russell 


Reconcile,  reconciliation, 
reconciling,  reconciled. 
These  are  big  words;  could 
be  intimidating  words. 
Webster’s  Dictionary  defines 
reconcile  as:  bringing  into 
harmony  or  to  make  compati¬ 
ble.  The  Living  Insight  Bible 
Glossary  defines  reconcilia¬ 
tion  as  "the  removal  of  the 
barrier  of  sin  between  God 
and  humanity  by  the  work  of 
the  Lord  Tesus  Christ  on  the 
cross—with  the  result  that  no 
barrier  to  fellowship  with 
God  remains."  Simply  put, 
reconciliation  means  to  come 
to  God  and  the  only  way  to 
come  to  God  is  through  Jesus 
Christ  because  of  the  cross. 


Our  Savior  (w  15-18). 

Ihese  verses  contain 
some  of  die  strongest 
statements  about  the 
divine  nature  of  Christ 
found  in  die  Bible.  Jesus  is  not 
only  equal  to  God,  He  is  God.  He 
not  (xify  reflects  God,  He  reveals 
God  to  us.  He  came  from  heav¬ 
en,  not  from  die  dust  of  die 
ground  and  is  Lord  of  all.  He  is 
completely  holy  and  He  has 
authority  to  j[u<^  die  world. 
Therefore,  Chnst  is  siq^reme  over 
all  creation.  Jesus  Christ  has  no 

ril  and  no  rival.  He  is  Lorded 
Because  Christ  is  ^iritually 
supreme  in  die  universe,  should¬ 
n't  we  Him  first  place  in  all 
our  diou^ts  and  activities?  We, 
like  the  ^ossian  bdievers,  must 
bdieve  that  Jesus  is  God,  or  our 
Christian  faith  is  hollow,  misdi- 
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rected,  and  meaningless. 
This  is  a  central  trudi  of 
Christianity. 

His  Cross  (w  19-20). 

After  further  stating 
Jesus'  deity,  Pam 
declared  reconciliation 
with  God  is  possible 
only  because  of  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ  on 
the  cross.  Christ's  death 
provided  a  way  for  all  people 
to  come  to  Goid  (to  be  recon¬ 
ciled).  It  removed  sin  that 
keeps  us  from  having  a  right 
relationship  widi  our  Creator. 
This  doesn't  mean  that  every¬ 
one  has  been  saved,  but  the 
way  has  been  cleared  for  any¬ 
one  who  will  trust  Christ  to  be 
saved.  We  have  peace  with 
God  and  can  be  reconciled  to 
Him  by  giving  our  lives  to 
Christ,  who  died  in  ovir  place. 

Our  RECONauATioN 
(w  21-22). 

No  one  is  good  enough  to 
save  himself.  If  we  want  to 


live  eternally  with  Christ,  we 
must  depend  totally  on  God's 
grace.  This  is  true  whether 
we  have  committed  murder 
or  we  have  been  honest,  law 
abiding  citizens.  We  have  all 
sirmed,  and  sinned  repeated¬ 
ly,  and  any  sin  is  enough  to 
require  us  to  come  to  Jesus 
Christ  for  salvation  and  eter¬ 
nal  Ufe.  Apart  from  Christ, 
there  is  no  way  for  our  sin  to 
be  forgiven.  The  way  to  be 
reconciled  is  to  trust  Jesus 
Christ  to  take  our  sin  away. 
When  God  forgives  our  sins, 
our  record  is  wiped  clean.  It's 
as  though  we  had  never 
sinned.  God's  solutiotl  is 
available  to  you  no  matter 
what  you  have  done  or  what 
you  have  been  like.  God's 
forgiveness  is  for  you. 

Our  Responsibility  (v  23). 

What  should  we  do  now,  for 
God,  now  fliat  we  see  His  great 
love  for  us?  We  must  be  fervent 
in  prayer,  and  "abound  in  holy 
duties"  (Mattiiew  Henry). 
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must  live  no  longer  for  our¬ 
selves,  but  for  Christ.  Verse  23  is 
an  encouraging  word  from  Paul 
to  the  Colossians  to  persevere  in 
their  faith.  We  must  remain 
"established  and  steadfast"  in 
the  gospel,  putting  our  confi¬ 
dence  in  Chnst  alone  to  forgive 
our  sins,  to  make  us  right  with 
God,  and  to  give  us  ttie  power  to 
live  the  way  He  desires.  We 
should  die  to  sin,  and  live  not  for 
ourselves,  but  for  Him. 

Colossians  is  more  than  just 
a  little  letter  written  to  an 
insign^cant  church,  in  an 
insignificant  city.  The  book  of 
Colossians  cames  a  significant 
message  that  speaks  to  believ¬ 
ers  at  ^  times  and  in  all  places. 
This  letter  gives  a  whole  new 
perspective  on  Jesus  Christ.  It 
IS  a  letter  tiuit  heightens  the 
impact  of  the  person  and 
power  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is 
our  Lord.  He  is  oiur  life.  He  is 
our  love.  He  is  our  everything. 

Russell  is  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


Rocky  Creek 
Church, 
Lucedale, 
ordained  L.  D. 
West  as  deacon 
on  September  28. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  West  and 
Grant  McLain, 


pastor. 


Calvary 
Church 


Blaine  Cochran,  Katie  Prevot, 
and  Cole  Peterson  were  pre¬ 
sented  one  year  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  certificates.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Cochran, 
Mitchell,  Reggie  Bridges,  pas¬ 
tor,  Prevot,  and  Peterson. 

Edwards  Church, 

Edwards,  ordained  John 
Charles  Bethea  as  a  deacon 


October  5.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  John  McCall,  pastor,  and 
Bethea. 


Choral.  Tom  directs  the  Choir 
and  Willa  plays  the  piano. 

The  children  of 
Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  performed  The 
Kingdom  caper  musical  on 
Au^st  24.  Pictured  are  the 
penormers. 


M.C.  Johnson,  Associa- 
tional  Missions  Director  for 
North  Delta  Association, 
recently  presented  a  grand 
piano  to  Oliver  Davis,  pastor, 
and  Good  Hope  Cnurch, 
Tunica,  llie  piano  was  donat¬ 
ed  by  another  church  to  the 
Association.  " 


Hill  as  deacon  First  Church,  Richton, 
September  14.  ordained  ]oey  Wyatt  as  dea- 

West  and  McLain,  pastor  Pic^  (torn  left)  con  on  ^ptember  28. 

are  his  wife,  Shena  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
I  Hill,  Hill,  and  Darwin  Thomas.  Buddy  Keyes,  pastor,  and 
I  Wyatt. 


Cochnm,  NfitdieU,  Bridges,  pastor;  Prevot,  and  Peterson 

Pine  Grove  Church, 
Picayune,  recentlv  presented 
Jonathan  Mitchell  with  a  five 
year  perfect  attendance  cer¬ 
tificate  for  Sunday  School. 


Wyatt. 

I  First  Church,  Richton, 
licensed  Mark  Ford  to  the 
ministry* on  September  28. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Buddy  Keyes,  pastor,  and 
Ford. 

Vardamans  Boys  Sunday 
School  Class  reunion  was  held 
October  2  at  Billv  Smith's 
home,  MagM.  The  class  started 
in  19^  at  First  Church,  Magee 
widi  Vardaman  Runnels  as  the 
teacher.  Runneb  promoted 


ated  from  high  school.  The 
men  attending  were  Billy 
Allen,  Scott  Bufifin^on,  Mayo 
Mangum,  Ray  Roberts,  Otto 
Walker,  Harold  Windbom,  Joe 
McNair,  Pete  Russell,  and  Billy 
Smith. 

Tom  and  Willa  Moak  are 
retired  but  they  still  enjoy 
working  with  the  Lincoln 
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Keye^  pastm;  and  Ford 


Keyes,  pastor;  and  M^ralt 


MISSISSIPPI! 

BAPTISTS 


Shena  4c  Alan  Hill;  and  Darwin  Thomas 


Tbm  4c  Willa  Moak  and  ttie  Lincoln  Choral  Choir 


M 


JcdmMcCaU,  pastor;  and  John  Bethea 


The  Baptist  Recoro- 


Jmmson  and  Davis,  pastor 


Children  of  Williamsville  Churdr,  Kosciusko 
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